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Resistance and Potentiality in Literacy Narrative 
Assignments
Megan Weaver, mweav003@odu.edu
Literacy and Seduction, Huh?
If we cannot move and re-position, we cannot learn.
—Stacey Waite (2007)
Presentation Outline
1. Personal Writing & Resistance
2. Seduction Theory
3. Linguistic Modality
4. Brief LN Analysis
5. Implications and Discussion
Overview
Writing about oneself is challenging because it opens up 
notions of inaccurate, unknowing, or transitioning selves 
(Salvatori and Donahue, 2005).
Student Resistance 
(Kopelson, 2003; Scott, 1997)
Difficulty in Personal Writing
–se meaning “away” or 
“apart”
-ducere meaning “to lead”
Seduction=Lead Astray
Seduction Definition
Epistemic Modality
Possibility or Necessity
Examples: 
 Might
 May
 Could
Deontic Modality
permission and obligation
Examples: 
 Should
 Must
 Have to
Linguistic Modality
Additional Sources for Modality: 
Jaffe (2009), Bybee and Flesichman (1995), Halliday (2004); Collins (2007)
http://www.laurenceanthon
y.net/software/antconc/
AntConc
Corpus Analysis 
Toolkit
Potentiality Modals
(n = 11)
Might (n = 6)
Could (n = 3)
May (n = 2)
Word Tokens (n = 341)
Example 1: Potentiality Modals
Seduction in Content
Example 2: Potentiality Modals
Seduction in Structure
Example 3: Deontic Modality
Need and Obligation in Structure – Still Seduction?
Example 4: My Literacy Narrative Assignment
Hmmmmmmmm.
Push-Pull Seduction
Assignment
TeachersStudents
If we cannot move and re-position, we cannot learn.
—Stacey Waite (2007)
You
How might you see linguistic modals 
operating in your assignments? 
How might you see seduction theory 
operating in your assignments?
References
Bybee, J., & Flesichman, S. (1995). Modality in grammar and discourse: An introductory essay. In J. Bybee & S. 
Flesichman (Eds.), Modality in grammar and discourse (pp. 1–14). Amsterdam: John Benjamins Publishing 
Company.
Collins, P. (2007). Can/could and may/might in British, American and Australian English: a corpus-based account. 
World Englishes, 26(4), 474–491.
Halliday, M. A. K., & Matthiessen, C. M. I. M. (2004). Introducing functional grammar. New York: Edward Arnold.
Jaffe, A. (2009). Introduction: The sociolinguistics of stance. In Stance: Sociolinguistic perspectives (pp. 3–28). 
Oxford: Oxford University Press.
Kopelson, K. (2003). Rhetoric on the edge the of cunning: Or, the performance of neutrality (re)considered as a 
composition pedagogy for student resistance. College Composition and Communication, 55(1), 115–146. 
doi.org/10.2307/3594203
Salvatori, M., & Donahue, P. (2005). The elements (and pleasures) of difficulty. New York: Pearson.
Scott, J. B. (1997). The literacy narrative as production pedagogy in the composition classroom. Teaching English 
in the Two Year College, 24(2), 108–117.
Waite, S. (2007). Action literacy: Position, movement, and consciousness. Feminist Teacher, 17(2), 107–121. 
Retrieved from www.jstor.org/stable/40546014
Wardle, E., & Downs, D. (2014). Writing About Writing: A College Reader (2nd Ed.). Boston: Bedford.
